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SELF-GOVERNMENT. 
By Elder Henry C. Blinn. 


T was Jesus that complimented a rich publican whom he met on one of 
his journeys, and made of him a friend and an assistant in his religious 
work, instead of provoking a controversy and making him an enemy. Jesus 
' evidently had some knowledge of this rich man previous to the visit, and felt 
| quite well assured of a kind and pleasant reception. The singular story of 
their meeting, the informal manner of introduction and the final closing of 
the scene, evinces a care in both persons of well-directed self-government. 
| It is a lesson that is well worthy of a Christian mind, and that need not di- 
' minish in its application to our daily life. 
_ . From the earliest history of the race, throughout all the savagery and ig- 
norance that has so plainly markt its passage, and through all the dominant 
influences that have been exercised by the strong over the weak, there has 
always been found a growing, manly regard that has lookt upon the govern- 
ment of one’s own mind as being much in advance of the most refined slavery. 
The selfish influences in man, like the same qualities in the beasts of the 
field will ever struggle for the mastery, as these for ages have been, largely, 
the ruling power. 

The march of man, however is upward into better regions of thought, into 
higher moral and spiritual conditions, which aids in the unifying of the race, 
more closely, and makes it more dependent as individuals upon each other. 
Thousands of years ago this excellent lesson was learned and placed on record 
as follows ;—‘‘He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he 
' that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” 
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Any savage conqueror, with a sufficient following might destroy many hu- 
man lives and much valuable property, and then plice himself .»s a ruler 
over others, who at once are made slaves to his dominant passions. In 
many cases the family of man has adopted this extremely selfish course, aud 
made ‘*Might to be right,” and through this power of usurpation governed 
accordingly. 

On the introduction of the Christian religion a better system of procedure 
was initiated and men and women were urged to change their minds by lead- 
ing a higher order of life, and by walking ina new and narrow way. Instead 
of being so anxious to dominate over each other, for selfish interests, they 
were incited to treat others as they would wish to be treated if placed under 
similar circumstances. 

At the same time that this Christian faith was made manifest it was found 
that two classes were now permanently placed before the world. The one to 
continue its ruling through inordinate selfishness, so far as was possible which 
was done in multiplied ways as the strong opprest the weak. The other class, 
under a different ministration was instructed to deal justly, to love mercy and 
to minister deeds of kindness to all of God’s creation. 

As human nature is quite the same in all ages of the world, and the selfish- 
ness of man so like the selfish, dominant nature in all the animal creation, 
it is sure to assert itself unless ameliorating influences of a strict self-deni- 
al are brought into daily practice. A professing Christian who fails to live 
in the spirit of gentleness and meekness, becomes a sorry specimen of a dis- 
ciplined order, and the religion which is supposed to be the active exponent 
of an honest heart, is at best but a faint imitation of the Christ spirit. One 
of the Apostles in his illustration of religion, said it was to minister to the 
needs of the afflicted, and so to live as to keep unspotted from the world. 
And if a man thought himself to be religious and did not bridle his tongue, 
his religious experience was of little or no account. More wounds have evi- 
dently been made by unguarded expressions and sharp speeches than were 
ever made by poinards or daggers. A sacred writer also says, ‘‘the tongue 
is full of deadly poison,” and this is literally true, when we make reference 
to an unbridled or undisciplined tongue. An education in ribaldry whether 
among the rich or poor, young or old becomes a prolific source of unclean- 
ness and makes infectious even the atmosphere around us. 

History informs us of a class of low, ignorant and selfish persons, whose 
disreputable language received the name of Billingsgate from the district 
where these people resided, so that now the coarse, undisciplined, vulgar 
language of one person to another is known by that name, to the disgrace of 
the one from whom it proceeds. 

It is quite unfortunate that any circumstance should ever arise to call forth 
any expressions otherwise than those that have been well matured under the 
influence of a good spirit, as such things may be so thoroughly imprest upon 
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the minds of the young, that even in old age it may not become obliterated. 
The Shakers in the early days of their organization dwelt long and earnest- 
ly upon the necessity of kindness of speech. In forming the Societies, their 
members were taken from the several Christian churches, as good men and 
good women, zealous for the honor of their religion and for the forms and 
ceremonies which were demanded. The baptism of the body, however and 
the fear of losing their place in the resurrection, had all failed to baptize 
many of them into an element that would wash away the selfishness of the 
human heart, or cleanse it from thatinheritance of the flesh which abounds in 
the language not congenial to the spirit of the church of Christ. 

The Shakers believed as was written by the prophet, that God would turn to 
his people a pure language, as well as clothe them with a pure spirit. They 
not only talkt about it, but they sang about it. They were emphatic in their 
declarations of right over wrong and testified that even a Christian faith was 
of no value only so far as it had an influence for good on the daily life. To 
make this change of the mind more effectual for good the testimony was 
clothed with musical harmony, to the decided advantage of every one. And 
here fellows one of the simple lessons so potent for good. 


‘‘With a new tongue I now will speak, 
My words shall be both mild and meek, 
A gospel union I will seek 
With all my dear relation.” 


Other minds in other walks of life have been imprest in the same manner 
and have given voice to their anxious hope, through these simple ‘ministrations 
to cultivate the beautiful spirit of kindness. 


“Speak gently, it is better far, 
To rule by love, than fear, 
Speak gently—let not harsh words mar 
The good we might do here.” 


No better admonition than the above could be placed before those who have 
accepted the testimony of Jesus the Christ which is the gospel of love, and 
the members of every Community of Believers should seek to emulate each 
other in the cultivation and use of a language so pure that it may be publisht 
to the whole world, to their honor and glory. 

East Canterbury, N. H. 


_ 
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SELF-LOVE. 
By Eldress Anna White. 


ELF-LOVE leads to great efforts to establish our own righteousness ‘on 

all occasions. Self-abasement leads to active exertions to detect’and’ 
prove our unrighteousness and if by reason of faithfulness this can ‘not be’ 
done in any matters of importance, then will there be the more diligent al 
quiry and search to do it in smaller matters. : 


‘Confess your faults one to another” is a rule that if used a day, would’ 
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have a most beneficial effect upon the character. ‘Turn the battle to the 
gate” by as free and full a criticism of our words, intents of the heart and 
acts as we would use toward others. 

Blessed is the man of woman who tells us of our faults; should be our 
motto. This would make even our enemies, as they might think themselves, 
our valued friends, for whom we can pray, that for the good they have done 
us, unintentionally it may have been, in helping us to perfect ourselves that 
some one will help them to correct their faults. It is thus, that if a man’s 
ways please the Lord he will make even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 





Gorreaponience, 





East Cantersury, N. H. June 27, 1897. 

Our Assent Sisters ;—You may be a little surprised to learn that this 
letter was written_by one who gives you so little attention at home, and yet 
you may have heard that distance lends enchantment, and it may prove so in 
this case. At an earlier date we visited Enfield where we formed new friend- 
ships and learned new lessons and made new resolves. May you do no less. 

Our pilgrimage through this life is not upon flowery beds of ease, neither 
are we obliged to wear a crown of thorns. If the thorns are our choice, we 
must submit to the pain they cause us. 

You all, doubtless, admire the rose, but did you ever examine it closely in 
the different stages of its growth? As you read this do you not call to mind 
the little rosebush all covered with thorns up to the very buds. What do 
you find? A bush without beauty, without fragrance, but not without form. 
All that is lovely, all that is fragrant, all that is beautiful is developing 
within. 

Here then is the lesson. From a rough exterior, you can develop a well 
ordered and symmetrical character. From the rough ledges of granite and of 
marble have been wrought the most wonderful picces of mechanism and art 
that the human mind is able totomprehend. Is this grand power of fashion- 
ing and forming to be left to be displayed on inanimate things? Is there 
not a possibility that the good things of God’s Kingdom can be realized and 
perfected to the honor and glory of a virtuous cause by those who have 
shared the blessing of spiritual guidance for so many years? 

As you walk over the consecrated grounds in the Community at Enfield, 
think of those devoted souls who have given their lives for the upbuilding of 
the Zion of our God, in that beautiful valley. I have nothing very senti- 
mental to say and I need not tell you that my only anxiety is that you walk 
worthy of the vocation whereunto you are called. Be an honor to yourselves 
and to the Society that you represent, and whatever you may chance to see 











the 
ind 


ur 
eS, 
ne 
hat 


d, 
of 
i- 


es 





THE MANIFESTO. 133 


even if it be of a worldly character, that may attract your attention from the 
path of duty, remember, that beneath every rose however beautiful, there is 
always a thorn. Your brother, 

Wm. W. Brices. 


2 
+o 





THE ANCIENTS OF THE CITY. 
A tribute to our Sister ANNA DODSON. 


By Cecelia DeVere. 


One by one they leave us and our eyes 
Looking on them through the farewell tears, , ° 
See the glories of the golden dyes ° 
Weaving coronals for closing years. 


See the cast up pathway that they trod 
Over mire and maze of poisoning thorn, 
Steep the road the pilgrim’s way to God— 
‘Rough, but radiant with the rays of morn. 


Noble were the patriots of our land, 
Zealous to establish freedom’s laws, 
Nobler far the self-denying band 
_Pledged to suffering for Mount Zion’s Cause. 


Pledged to keep the holy helpful vow, . 
To obedience pledged whatever came, 

We who share their fruits of labor now, 
Are we lighted by their quenchless flame? 


Have we reacht the increase—vision seen 

By the prophets biding but in tents? 
Have we access to the fountain clean 

At whose touch the soul to God repents? 


Blessed sister, simple and sincere, 
Precious link between us and the past, 
May we often draw thy spirit near, 
May thy brave example with us last. 


Sacred consecration unreserved, 
In a gift of faith by thee was made, 
Never from thy youthful promise swerved, 
Never let thy soul’s white lilies fade. 


To thy parents happy was the choice, 

In the hour when nature’s claims assailed, 
On this mountain thenceforth to rejoice, 

More than Jeptha’s daughter e’er bewailed. 
Christian sacrifice they understood, 

Adverse logic gained but doubtful place, 
T’was a hawk that would destroy their good 

F’en though high and circling in its grace. 
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What a triumph when a holy child 
Filled with courage helpt her parents on, 
Turned herself from sin’s deluding wild 
Where so many purblind ones had gone. 


What the pain and marvel still through life, 
When companions sometimes broke their clasp, 
And went’ down to earth’s bewildering strife, 
Phantom joys and sorrows real to grasp. 


What straightforward loyalty was thine, 

What pure charity that seemed like prayer, 
Or like sunshine on a pagan shrine, 

With a smile concealing folly’s glare. 


E’en when souls long cherisht in thy love 
Gave ingratitude, thy lips were dumb, 
Thy reward was with thee from above, 
While thy thought was but for good to come. 


Faithful with the faithful hast thou been, 

Long thy home shall miss thy pleasant ways ; 
Farewell dear one, till we meet again 

Safe within the pearly gates of praise. 
As the ancients silently depart, 


Shall we die in ignominious calm? 
Make no struggle to sustain our part 


And ignore the gift containing balm? 


Look we up to heaven, or down to earth 

For the impulse that shall mould afresh? 
Shall we draw from life’s immortal worth 

Or be swamped in fallacies of earth? 


As new paims of victory we take, 

As we lift the spotless banner high, 
Every effort doth our souls awake, 

And we know God’s work will never die. 


O, I hear sweet musie¢ roll and swell, 
Through the life-cloud sereening from our view, 
That fair realm where our beloved ones dwell ; 
Hark! each cadence will glad hope renew. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


+> 


Sacred to the Memory of our Gospel Mother 


Eldress LYDIA ANNAS. 
By Orrin Beaver. 





—_ fA Fee Ot 


NOTHER Spirit, after a long life of self-denial given to the cause of puri- 

ty and virtue, has laid aside the vestments of mortality to don the spot- 

less robe of the justified in ‘the celestial mansions of the beautiful home above. 
Our beloved Eldress Lydia, was ever a tower of strength to all in Zion es- 
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pecially to the young for whom she always manifested a deep interest, deem- 
ing no sacrifice on her part too great if thereby she might give them a fuller 
understanding of the saving principles of a Christian life. Possessing the 
wisdom gained through long years of toil and self-devotion to the good of 
souls, and deeply solicitous for their future good at all times, shedrew them 
to her as with a magnet and they loved her with all the affection they could 
have shown a natural parent. 

She had lived among Believers for over seventy-four years; was acquainted 
with many of the early founders of the society in Watervliet, and often spoke 
of the suffering they past through in those early days, when they lackt many 
of the temporal comforts they now enjoy. She ever manifested a spirit of 
thankfulness for her gospel call to prove herself a child of Christ and a daugh- 
ter of Mother Ann. 

I had the pleasure of her acquaintance for over thirty years, and during 
that time I never saw an element of weakness in her life, but she always re- 
joiced that she had set out in the way of God in her early youth, and had 
strength given to carry her safely through her earthly pilgrimage. She often 
gave a strong testimony in favor of a Christian life saying she thought the 
life taught by Christ if truly lived was the only one that could yield perfect 
happiness and justification to an intelligent being. Faithful in the perform- 
ance of every duty appointed to her, she was one we shall truly miss in all 
the relations of life. Kind and charitable to all, a peacemaker at all times, 
loving with an unselfish love for one common humanity, I do not think the 
person exists, however low in the scale of humanity they might be who was 
beneath her love, or too inferior for her tender ministrations. 

Farewell to thee Sainted one, we shall often miss thy cheering voice, and 
while we feel that our great present loss ‘is thy eternal gain, we know that thy 
gentle Spirit will not leave us, but will often hover near to cheer us as we 
bravely bear the trials of life through the few short years of Time, so that 
when called to our Eternal home, it may be said of us as of thee, ‘‘Well done 
thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

Shakers, N. Y. 




























THE INDWELLING SPIRIT. 
By Hamilton DeGraw. 
HAT wise and very important counsel ‘‘neither cast ye your pearls be- 
fore swine,” was given‘withjthe understanding that we should not present 
the high and holy things of God to those who had not attained that degree of 
intellectual growth which fitted them to receive it; only by prayer and supli- 
cation and a complete renunciation of self, with an earnest desire to receive 
the indwelling spirit can it be given. The tendency of the materialistic 
mind even when cloakt under theological teaching, is to look away from the 
internal and spiritual life for a manifestation of the divine. 
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To those who are dwelling on the materialistic plane of their being, the divin- 
ity that dwells within is as foolishness; but we address thus: who have 
tasted of the fruits of the Spirit and without the shadow of doubt and with 
a knowledge of the truth have felt the opening of the internal sense, and 
know that to be ‘‘spiriiually minded is life, joy and peace.” That faculty in 
man that causes him to look above the conditions of physical existence, al- 
tho through his ignorance and inability to comprehend that faculty and in its 
manifestations it may appear vague and unreal, is, nevertheless, as perma- 
nent and reliable a condition of his life as those that are more directly con- 
nected with his existence. 

The highest intellectual development is not always the one that has the 
largest scope and most expansive vision that enables it to grasp and view 
spiritual things ; many times it is very crude, delighting iu that which abounds 
in mystery and unexplainable power; but it satisfied for the time that inter- 
nal longing of the soul which could not rest contented with dead forms or 
lifeless creeds and as the spiritual became unfolded what was once the suste- 
nance upon which it maintained its life, proved to be worthless. 

In the acceptance of the truth its possessor becomes as a little child, as it 
brings the soul into the conscious presence of the Infinite spirit, removing 
all egotism and pomp and self-laudation, at the same time imparting a dig- 
nity and grandeur to the life that the worshipers at mammon’s shrine, are una- 
ble to understand or accept. . 

The saying that ‘‘speech is silver but silence is golden,” has its basis on 
truth, but needing the exercise of wisdom to know when to give utterance 
to thought and when to remain silent. Many times the most effective meth- 
od of bringing the soul into conscious communion with the Divine presence 
is silent meditation, gathering the sense away from the distracting influences 
of the outer life that it may accumulate a reserved force to be used: when Gn- 
ty calls to enter the arena and grapple with the opposing forces. 

~ The beautiful example and counsel of the Divine Master can be practist 
with profit by those who are desirous to develop their spiritual life. ‘*When 
thou prayest enter into thy closet and when thou hast shut the door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall re- 
ward thee openly.” Altho the elements of spiritual decay have to a greater 
or less extent permeated their life, the monastic retreats when first establisht 
were based upon the necessity of having a place of retirement from the in- 
harmonious conditions of the world; and the unsettled state of human socie- 
ty during the time in which they were organized, testified to the wisdom of 
their building. But ‘‘man shall not live by bread alone but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

While it is right that there should be seasons of retirement, it is also nec- 
essary that the soul should at times come forth where the conflict is waged 
the fiercest. The law of action and rest is as operutive in the spiritual life 
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as in the physical. When the race has developt more harmonious conditivns 
than at present and the indwelling spirit has asserted its right to rule the 
temple of life in both the inner and outer courts; when in the dealings of 
man with his fellow-man truth prevails and to do ‘‘unto others as ye would 
have them do unto you,” is the rule and not the exception; then he will be 
enabled to enter into such close communion with the Divine that the exclu- 
sive retreats which were intended to give an opportunity for spiritual devel- 
opment will not be needed. The admiration of the world has been given to 
those who have in a large measure attained unto that exalted station; but to 
fully comprehend that life, it must be evolved from out of the crucible of suf- 
fering, and each individual must for himself test the virtue of that power. 

When Savonarola was to suffer martyrdom .on account of his testimony 
against the corruptions of the church, on being led to the stake the Bishop, 
in his excommunication said, I expel you from the Church militant and from 
the Church triumphant.” Savonarola exclaimed, ‘‘not from the Church tri- 
umphant that is beyond your power.” Every one who has experience: that 
divine illumination has at some previous time had to ascend the mountain 
and have the kingdoms of the world and the glory thereof presented to him 
and told that all these would be given if he would fall down and worship 
them. ‘Those who refuse to give that homage know the joy that comes when 
“holy angels minister unto them.” 

Admittance into that temple. whose occupants have received the divine il- 
lumination, can only be through the gate-way of self-abnegation; but to 
those who have arrived at the inner court and have for their guide the light 
of the Spirit, can view with pity the multitude that are groping in the dark, 
but are unwilling to accept.the light. What can be the force that is impell- 
ing human life onward, urging it to reach higher than the present plane of 
thought and life? It is the indwelling spirit, that is the motive power which 
inspired the heroes and martyrs of the ages to deeds of self-sacrifice and a 
willingness to suffer for the truth; to give their whole life to the uplifting of 
the race. It is the power which at present is causing efforts to be made to 
cleanse the temple of life that its occupants may not be bound in slavery to 
the passions and influences that keep them from asserting their right to be 
sons and daughters of God. 

Altho at times this divine overshadowing may come, lifting the soul above 
its present state and enaling it to realize what is possible for it to attain 
unto, but for it to permanently abide, there must also be the garden of Geth- 
semane, and through it each individual soul shall pass and the experience 
that is gained there, will enable it to realize the fact that ‘life is more than 
meat and the body than raiment.” There is a condition the materialistic 
mind can not understand and only by obedience to the highest promptings 
will it be enabled to advance into the perfect light. 

Shakers, N. Y. 
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NOTES ABOUT HOME. 


Mt. Lebanon, N, Y. 


Average of Weather at Mt. Lebanon. 
July. 


Thermometer. Rain. 


1896. 71.19 3.128 in. 
1897. 74. 3 15 ss 
Highest Temp. during this mo. 94. above 0, 
Lowest ” ” _ ” ” 56 ” ” 
Number of rainy days” ” 16 

” ” clear ” ” ” 8 

” ” cloudy ” ” ” 7 


August, 1897. 
JuLY has been a very unpropitious 
month for either farming or gardening. 
Grass crops have been very abundant, but 
the month has been so very wet we have 
barely commenct harvesting the crop. 
16 rainy days giving us 15 inches of water, 





averaging about half an inch a day the en- 
tire month. One continuous rain gave us 
716 in. in twenty-four hours causing the 
water to overflow our dams, and making 
the valley below a lake from two to four 
feet deep. It has been such a month that 
we desire never to see another so destruc- 
tive and so wide spread. It has spread E. 
W. N. S. destroying millions of property 
and multitudes of lives. One woman with 
her two children and house were taken by 
a tornado, carried to the center of the 
Hudson River and sunk and they were 
drowned. There might be a volume writ- 
ten if the entire sed catastrophies were 
chronicled that have occurred during July 
1897. 

With all the prevailing destruction, we 
are very much blest, At present we have 
plenty to eat and to drink. We are well 
clothed and housed from the storms. We 
have purchased cement and paint to pre- 
serve the roofs of the Meeting House, Of- 
fice, Infirmary and Laundry, so they will 
not leak, if paint, cement and solder will 
prevent it. 

A half mile more of the State Road be- 
tween us and Hancock is being construct- 
ed. This will prove an additional blessing 
to travelers. We have gathered from our 
garden thirty-three bushels of strawberries 
and nine bushels of raspberries and have 
more of the last named to gather, then 
will come the blackberries. The early ap- 
ples are fitfor use. Cherries have been 
abundant. Our fruit crop is good, and 
abundant. The hot weather is injuring 
potatoes. 

Sister Amelia Calver has become an api- 
arist. She has at present eight swarms. 
Yesterday she was taking up box honey. 
In doing so she became aveiled Nun. El- 
der Timothy Rayson is a Shaker Trustee. 
He takes Br. Benjamin Gates place who 
has resigned, 

Thursday July 22nd the Ministry left 
Mt. Lebanon, and are now at Colonie. 
They left here in usual health. At pres- 
ent it is healthy among us. No one is in- 
disposed to my knowledge. 

Calvin G. Reed. 
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Shakers, N. Y. 
August, 1897. 

THE past month gave us a taste of trop- 
ical weather. One hundred in the shade! 
We were careful not to make any uncom- 
plimentary remarks about ‘‘Old Probabili- 
ties” for we might regret it when the 
blizzards of December were blowing; but 
we thought of the pleasure of Professor 
Andree’s trip in an air-ship to the North 
pole or of Dr. Nansen’s arctic explorations. 
But we will try and be philosophical and 
make the best of it whatever the variations 
of the temperature. 

Those grand and fhspiring words of 
Gladstone in the MANIFESTO were like 
a benediction rebuking the narrow spirit 
of sectarianism that would contract the 
sphere of human thought making it less 
able to comprehend the universality of 
truth which is the true goal toward which 
life is advancing. We admire the charac- 
ter of the man and have his picture framed 
in oak guarding the doorway of our domi- 
cile. 


We think our little MantrestTo is doing 
even better than the son of Erin’s isle who 
said he had “started with nothing and had 


held his own.”’ May blessings be with 
those who have the burden of its publica- 
tion, and if interest could be quickened 

to the extent that would make it a semi- 
monthly, its work in the missionary field 


would be strengthened. 
Hamilton DeGraw. 
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Shaker Station, Conn. 
North Family. 
August, 1897. 

Ir is needless to say that we are having 
more cloudy than sunshiny weather, for 
this seems to be the general complaint. 
Farm work is much delayed by almost 
constant rain. 

The Sisters have been, several times, to 
the distant hills, some two or three miles 
away, for huckleberries, but success did 
not crown ‘their labors as the berries are 
quite scarce. 

Two of our Sisters, Angeline Brown 








139 


and Florence Staples in company with 
Eldress Sophia Copley of the Church fam- 
ily are about to return from the sea-shore 
after an absence of sixteen days. They 
have been selling Shaker bonnets, fancy 
goods, confectionery etc., with consider- 
able success. 

Since our tarry in Enfield we have had 
occasion to attend one funeral,—that of 
Clarissa Lyman. She was an aged Sister 
of eighty-three years. Her acquaintances 
all declare her to have been a good, true 
mother. 

Elder George Clarke is busily engaged 
in the laundry, making everything as con- 
venient as possible. We have already a 
large engine and boiler combined, an im- 
proved mill, and at the end of another 
week our new wringer will be completed. 

We bless the labor of consecrated souls 
and great will be their reward. 

Edith E. Shufelt. 


2 
> 





[As the following letter was received tuo 
late for insertion in the August MANIFESTO, 
we have thought best to hold it for the Sept. 
number. It contains some items that may 
prove profitable reading for many months to 
come. Ed.] , 


South Union, Ky. 


July 21, 1897. 

BELOVED BrRoTHER;—It has been some 
time since we heard anything through 
THE MANIFESTO about South Union. We 
have past through a very heated and dry 
season, the thermometer ranging from 
100 to 105 degrees. From the first of May 
to the 10th of July we had but very little 
rain and the land was intensely dry. With- 
in the last ten days we have received 
about one inch, with a prospect of more. 
As it is we have great reason to be thank- 
ful. We have been bountifully blest in a 
good wheat crop, and the Society has 
thresht some $700 bushels. This we‘now 
have on hand waiting for a satisfactory 
sale. The prospect for a fair corn-crop is 
good, but the hay harvest is quite limited. 

Our home in the valley will afford us 
but few peaches, but there will be a better 
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crop on more elevated land. Apples will 
also be scarce. Of blackberries we shall 
have an abundance and then best of all, 
our Society is not in debt. 

In the East family we have canned not 
less than fifty gallons of blackberries, 
while the other families may have done 
as much or even more, 

John W. Perryman. 
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Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


North Family. 
August 6, 1897. 
Srxce our last writing more rain has 

fallen than in any previous month remem- 
bered by the “‘oldest inhabitant.”’ Our 
houses being on sure foundations remain 
secure, but tons of the best garden soil 
and some of their produce have been 
swept to other regions. Hay and grain 
have been greatly injured, some entirely 
ruined; damage to fruit has been as yet, 
comparatively slight. Trees and shrubs 





are being much benefitted under skillful 
pruning by one of our young Believers, 


our lawns and gardens by the care of 
others, while a markt interest is manifest- 
ed by all in adding to the attractiveness 
and comfort of our home. 

Many pleasant hours have been spent 
in the associated labor of Brethren and 
Sisters in gathering fruit, also when the 
entire family have met for pea-shelling 
where singing added much to our enjoy- 
ment. 

Twice we have assembled to have heart 
and mind renewed from the thought treas- 
ury of Annie M. Moody, from Malden, 
Mass., a visiting friend of high culture 
whose soul development enables her to 
use intellectual attainments only, as the 
channel through which to draw the vital 
substance essential to a noble character 
and exalted life. 

The date of our writing is the 123 an- 
niversary of the arrival in America of 
Mother Ann Lee and her eight brave com- 
panions, and marks an epoch in history 
which we believe will be much more 





widely and clearly appreciated in future 
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years than at present. It seems a fitting 
time for all Believers who realize the val- 
ue to mankind of the Gospel testimony, 
to recount the accomplishment of the 
past, consider the means of success and 
the causes of failure, distinguish between 
customs and principles, understand wheth- 
er certain habits and rules had their ori- 
gin in consideration of principles or of 
the necessities of the times, and while 
comparing present conditions of society 
with those which existed more than a 
century since let us adjust ourselves for 
present duty and future advancement. 

. Catherine Allen. 
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East Canterbury, N. H. 


Aug. 1897 

JUNE and July have given us an abun- 
dance of rain and two unprecedented 
freshets for this season of the year, have 
visited the valleys of New England. At 
our own home the roads and gardens have 
suffered the most. To “make hay while 
the sun shines” has been a difficult matter 
for the farmers, as the showers were of 
daily occurrence. 

As a climax to-this ‘‘down pour,” we 
must note the 23rd of July. The heavens 
became darkened by the accumulation of 
clouds in the north, and at the same time 
in the southwest. One could hardly have 
believed that the winds would, in a few 
hours bring these together and form the 
severest thunder-storm of the season. 
However, at 10-30 a. m. the clouds had 
met directly over our village. The ‘‘win- 
dows of heaven were opened”’ and the 
thunder and lightning of that hour, we 
would not wish to have repeated. 

Our large barn, 240 ft long, received one 
thunderbolt on the center cupola and pass- 
ing down an iron rod into the barn, it 
made kindling wood of several boards, 
and in some mysterious way hurled a fire 
brand into the hay. The bolt then past 
out of the barn at the lower edge of the 
cupola and markt its path by splintered 
boards on the roof. 

Two young men were in the building on 
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the lower floor, and both were rendered 
unconscious for a few moments. 

A second thunderbolt immediately fol- 
lowed, but this was at the extreme east 
end of the barn. It was a mischievous 
flash as it tore the shingles from the side 
of the barn, demolisht a window sash, 
splintered the boards, and then spent it- 
. self by splitting some timbers. 

The young Brethren soon recovered 
consciousness and found the hay on fire 
and the smoke pouring out at the win- 
dows. By wonderful self-possession they 
were enabled by the use of water and a 
fire grenade which were near at hand, to 
subdue the flames, and fortunately to 
save the building from destruction. 

Through the ringing of bells and the 

ery of fire, there was for a short season 
an intense excitement in our home. 
Many of our kind neighbors, altho living 
one or more miles distant, hurried to the 
Village to aid in preserving the property, 
and this friendly care was much appre- 


ciated. 
Henry C. Blinn. 
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Narcoossee, Fla. 
Aug. 1897. 

Happy are they who can see the nobili- 
ty of living like Christ, tho their lot is 
pitched in among the pines and palmettos 
of Middle Florida. They receive the hun- 
dred-fold reward for the sacrifice of a life 
of transcient pleasure and animal sensa- 
tion. It is well worth the labor to be so 
consecrated that place nor condition will 
take away the enjoyment of a contented 
mind. Nothing in this life, will spoil the 
peace of that soul who takes his life in his 
hand and marches out to duty with every 
coming day. 

It is now about three years since we 
struck the first ax and bog hoe into the 
pines and palmettos of our new home, and 
to-day we are receiving the reward of our 
labors with much satisfaction. A good 
comfortable house has been built and 
painted and ten acres of land have been 
cleared. A pinery built and planted and 
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now we are harvesting the crop which will 
be about seven hundred good, saleable ap- 
ples. Four hundred peach trees have been 
set out, from which we expect a small 
crop, another year, Rice, orange, semen, 
persimmon, with smaller varieties of trees 
and pines fill the gap. 

The garden in which the writer has 
toiled with unbounded patience, begins to 
show the bright side. With the addition 
of our wind mill, tank and water pipes, 
we feel we are well fortified against the 
coming drouths which invade Florida dur- 
ing the months of February, March and 
April. 

The past month has given us plenty of 
rain to put in winter crop of sweet pota- 
toes, also to re-set the shoots of pine-ap- 
ples, from which we expect a crop the 
coming year. We have had two valuable 
additions to our numbers, Brother Egbert 
Gillette, a noble young man from Alabama, 
all ripe for the sickle of truth, and our 
well tried, veteran,Sister, Elizabeth Seers, 
from the Center family at Mt. Lebanon. 
She is a mother in Israel, and fills a niche 
in our little home that but few can fill. 

Why need we fear the future as ‘“‘Heav- 
en helps those who help themselves.”’ 
There is virtue in suffering patiently and 
cheerfully. When the trial comes look 
up, take in a long breath and go forward. 
Dear friends, when you send us a thought 
it meets a response in us in being loyal to 
our faith. 

Let us not judge a character hastily, 
for in the web of many a life, a golden 
thread twineth unseen, which may be 
woven into a crown of glory. 

Andrew Barrett. 


4 
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Enfield, N. H. 


Aug. 1897. 
NumERovs have been the companies to 
inspect our premises and carry away some 
home made fancy article, this season, 
amusing were some of the expressions of 
astonishment when they learned that we 
are unlike hermits, allowed to, laugh and 
converse with each other as brothers and 
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sisters. Can we marvel at such false 
ideas when so little is done to flood the 
world with knowledge about our moral 
and social life? Does not the spirit of 
selfishness and narrowness grow larger 
through laxity of personal life in regard 
to laws that not only better self-hood, but 
reveal the Christ spirit and life? 

Separation of law abiding mortals from 
society, benefits not humanity. Such 
know there is a nobler life and a richer 
Soul satisfaction than that found by a 
selfish, narrow life. We are in the world, 
but not of the world. 

Aug. 8th we celebrated the 123rd anni- 
versary of the landing upon America’s 
- shores, the founders of our Faith. An 
excellent program of instructive essays, 
with songs and music, afforded us and the 
large number of invited friends, much 
pleasure, and we trust that they as well 
as ourselves will have clearer conceptions 
about the essential features of our order 
of life. . 

Heavy and many have been the rain 


falls the past month, retarding the har- 
vesting of the hay crop, which is more 
abundant than that of last year. Pears 
will be plentiful, but apples a small yield. 
George H. Baxter. 





{It is with a peculiar sense of regard and ap- 
preciation we publish for the benefit of aJl the 
readers of THE MANIFESTO, the following no- 
tice taken from a recent issue of the Ave Maria 
one of the most popular, and most extensively 
circulated magazines in the Catholic Church. 
In this day of trashy, frivilous literature, it is 
like a breath of pure air stealing into a noi- 
some room, to come in contact with the chaste 
and wholesome reading which fills the pages 
of the Ave Maria. 

As Shakers, interested in every movement 
that conduces to advance the kingdom of God 
among men by fighting the cursed vice of 
sensuality which is the chief cause of so much 
misery in the world, we never depreciate the 
movement because it comes from this or that 
particular creed or sect, we are only glad that 
it comes, only glad to help it on by our pray- 
ers and support. 

We are thoroughly acquainted with the 
high standard of mora! training which pre- 
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vails in Catholic schools and colleges. The 
pupils are taught to regard the holy virtue of 
purity as a thing divine, before which angels 
prostrate in adoring love. They are taught to 
believe that its observance constitutes the no. 
blest manhood or womanhood that this world 
has to offer. 

It is not surprising that such a magazine as 
the Ave Maria should issue from such a source, 
While we may differ from the Ave Maria in our 
views of the eternal truths of Christianity, yet 
we are one in our belief that sin is detestable, 
that it is man’s worst enemy, and that the 
only power that can conquer it is the pure 
gospel of Jesus Christ. These being our sen- 
timents we can say with all sincerity, God 
speed the good work of the Ave Maria. 

The following is the note referred to— 

THE editor of our Shaker contemporary, 
THE MANIFESTO, explains how the United 
Society of Believers came to be called 
Shakers, a nickname they have since 
adopted. The founders of this sect were 
God-fearing men, who dwelt much on the 
severity of the divine judgments. One of 
their most familiar quotations was from 
the prophet Aggeus, and from it their 
name is derived. In the Protestant ver- 
sion of the Scriptures it runs; ‘“Thus saith 
the Lord: It is a little while and I will 
shake the heavens and the earth, and the 
sea and the dry land. I will shake all na- 
tions, and the desire of all nations shall 
come; and I will fill this house with glo- 
ry.”” The Anglican sect used to be known 
as King Henry’s Church; the Methodists 
were called Ranters, and the Baptists were 
called Dippers; but the Shakers were the 
only sect, we believe, who meekly accept- 
ed a nickname invented in ridicule 

We wish we could share with our read- 
ers the pleasure derived from a letter late- 
ly received from the editor of THE MAnI- 
FESTO, asking an exchange with the Ave 
Maria—a letter breathing a beautiful 
spirit of Christian charity. It affords 
another proof that God’s flowers bloom 
upon every soil, and that many who are 
geographically outside the Church are not 
culpably outside of it. If all Shakers are 
like the pious, prayerful, peaceful, God- 
loving, sin-hating Community from which 
THE MANIFESTO emanates, they can not 
be far from the Kingdom of God. 
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Sanitary. 





HEALTH. 

A MEANS of preserving health is the 
having a constant supply of fresh air in 
your bed chamber. It has been a great 
mistake to sleep in closed rooms, or in 
beds surrounded by curtains. Nooutward 
air, that may come to you, is so unwhole- 
some as the unchanged air, often breathed 
of a close chamber. 

It is recorded of Methuselah who lived 
to a great age that he always slept in the 
open air for when he had lived five hun- 
dred years, an angel said to him, Arise 
Methuselah and build thee a house, for 
thou shalt live yet five hundred years 
longer. But Methuselah answered and 
said,—If I am to live but five hundred 
years longer, it is not worth while to 
build me a house. I will sleep in the 
fresh air as I have been used to do. 


TOO MUCH COFFEE. 

Do you want to be blind? Drink coffee. 
Drink lots of it. Drink it with breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, and drink it between 
meals. Drink it when you get up in the 
morning and drink it before you go to bed 
at night. Drink it long and strong, and 
keep it up, and by and by you will be as 
sightless as the proverbial bat. 

That is what the celebrated French 
physician, St. Arnaud, says, and there are 
New York doctors who indorse the declar- 
ation. 

It is well known that the Moors are in- 
veterate coffee drinkers, especially the 
merchants, who sit in their bazaars and 
drink coffee continually during the day. 
It has been noticed that almost invariably 
when these coffee drinkers reach about the 
age of 40 their eyesight begins to fail, and 
by the time they get to be 50 years old 
they become blind. One is forcibly im- 
prest by the number of blind men that are 
seen about the streets of the City of Fez, 
the capital of Morocco. It is invaribly at- 
tributed to the excessive use of coffee. 
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This opinion has been confirmed by the 
opinion of European physicians living 
there.— Atlanta Constitution. 


THE JAMAICA GINGER VICE. 


PEOPLE who do not wish to acquire a 
spirit-drinking habit while taking medi- 
cine should study the “‘jamaica ginger” 
now so generally sold. The stuff is said - 
to be composed largely of alcohol, and to 
have produced delirium tremens, the same 
as its near relatives, whisky, brandy and 
rum. 


+> 





BE sure, no earnest work 

Of any honest creature, howbeit weak, 
Imperfect, ill-adapted, falls so much 

It is not gathered, as a grain of sand 

To enlarge the sum of human action used 
For carrying out God's end.—Selected. 
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Charles Johnson at South Union, Ky. 
June 8, 1897. Age 65 years. 

Br. Charles has been in the Community 
18 years. He was an industrious and ex- 
cellent workman. te a 


Elbridge Gerry at South Union, Ky. 
July 10, 1897. Age 63 years. 

He entered the Community when a 
child and became an honored member of 
the Society. For thirty years he officiated 
as a Family Deacon and was loving and 
conscientious in the discharge of all his 
duties. J. W.-P. 


John Wallace Lloyd at Watervliet, O. 
July 25, 1897. Age 80 years 7 mo. and 
23 days. 

Bro. Wallace has been one of the faith- 
ful, burden bearers for many years. 

J. O. T. 


Nancy Adams at South Union, Ky. 
August 1, 1897. Age 26 years 6 mo. and 
5 days. 

Sister Nancy had been a member of the 
Community nine years, and was affection- 
ately beloved. J.C. 
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Bocka & Pauper, 


A special fiction number is FRANK LESLIE’S 
POPULAR MONTHLY for August. There are 
seven complete stories, all illustrated, and all 
are bright and clever, the one by Margaret E. 
Sangster being particularly noticeable for 
its sweet simplicity. But the number is not 
given up entirely to fiction. There is an at- 
tractively illustrated paper entitled A Gran- 
dee of the Fields; in which Martha McCulloch 
Williams chats entertainingly of tobacco, its 
history and cultivation. The University of 
Virginia is the subject of an article by Richard 
Heath Dabney, forming the tenth paper in 
this magazine’s popular series on American 
Universities and Colleges; it is illustrated 
with good portraits and views. Harvey Row- 
ell describes Summer Logging in Wisconsin; 
there is a most interesting account of a visit 
to Japan, under the title In the Land of the 
Mikado; by Dr. J. Simms, with capital half- 
tone cuts; Colonel Alexander E. Sweet tells 
of an exciting German student duel of which 
he was a witness; Beasts of Burden; is the 
subject of an article by the well-known trav- 
eler-author, Frederick A. Ober; the depart- 
ment for young people contains & story, a pa- 
per on stamp collecting, and the continuation 
of Horatio Algier’s serial. Then there are il- 
lustrated poems, talks about books, comments 
on pictures, and the Leslie Portfolio.— Frank 
Leslie’s Pub. House, New York. 


Ex-President Harrison will conclude his 
series of papers on life in the White House in 
the May Ladies’ Home Journal, and take a res- 
pite from his literary labors which have so 
profitably and congenially occupied him for 
more than a year. General Harrison is the 
first President to show the public through the 
White House, upstairs, downstairs, etc. and 
to detail the President’s daily routine, and 
the social and domestic phases of life in the 
Executive Mansion. He is also the first 
Chief Magistrate to crystalize his knowledge 
and the experience gained as Chief Executive 
in a series of lucid, instructive and interest- 
ing magazine articles on the functions of our 
government, such as were ‘‘This Country of 
Ours” papers. 





THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL AND SCIENCE 
OF HEALTH, for August has in the first depart- 
ment a portrait of Hon. William L. Strong, 
Mayor of New York City; One of Charles E. 
White, President of State Teacher’s Associa- 
tion; John Jasper, Superintendent of schools; 
Hon. Charles R. Skinner, State superintendent 
Mr. A. T, Schauffler, Assistant superintendent 
ofschools. John T. Nicholson, State executive 
committee and Miss Margherita A. Hamm 
who took a deep interest in both conventions. 
A lengthy article from the pen of J. A. Fowler 
fully illustrates the work of the State Teach- 
ers association. A very interesting article on 
Why People are Unlike, by Prof. Sizer; Phren- 





otypes and Side Views by H. 8. Drayton, M. D. 
Phrenology by George Morris, F. A. I. P.; 
Phrenology as an aid in teaching by Wm. 
Brown; Dr. Dio Lewis by Jessie A. Fowler; 
The Amateur Phrenological Club by Elsie C. 
Smith; Lessons in Physiology and Ambulance’ ~ 
by John Allen and Physical Culture by Capt. 
Harrison Evans. All of these interesting ar. 
ticles are more or less illustrated and their 
value can only be known by careful study. 
Everybody wants to see the illustrations and 
read the articles about Children Precious and 
Promising, by Prof Sizer. Other good things 
may be found in the same volume. 

Fowler & Wells Co. 27 East 2ist St. New 
York. . 


WORD AND WORKS for August refers us to 
the 25tb page, to study the forecasts for the 
month. With Mereury, Venus, Vulcan and 
the Moon all busy at work to create a storm, 
is sufficient reason why we should watch as 
well as pray. 

Electrical storms are not especially interest 
ing to many minds and any hint given of their 
anticipated presentation would be received 
with watchful care. 

The Origin of Storms will be read with deep 
interest by those who are so fortunate as to 
obtain a copy of WORD AND WORKS. 

Those who are not speciaty interested in 
studying the coming of the storms can read 
about the beautiful flowers, or even take the 
pillow shams, or they may read of “Our 
Homes.” 

WoRD AND WORKS hasan abundance of good * 
reading and can easily interest a large class 
of minds. 


A WARNING WORD CONCERNING THE SPREAD 
OF INFIDELITY, by H. L. Hastings. Those ac- 
quainted with the author of this little book 
know very well how thoroughly he handles 
the subject and we can do no better than to 
quote what he says about Infidelity in Ameri- — 
ca. 

“We find throngs of people hanging upon 
the lips of some elog t blasph » whose 
sophistries and misrepresentations warp 
their judgments and wreck their lives. We 
find Infidel papers springing up on every 
hand. We find scientific sneerers at the Bible 
who seem to think that wisdom will die with 
them. We find tens of thousands of cheap 
Infidel publications issued, scattered and ex- — 
ported to other lands. We find the elements 
of wild disorder on the western fringe of our 
civilization.” 

Publisht at 47 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 





The Tenth Annuai Educational Number of 
THE OUTLOOK puts side by side personal 
sketches of two great educators, with unus- 
ually fine portraits of the two men. One of — 
the two is an American—the great scientist, — 
Joseph Le Conte, who has been the ablest 
American advocate of the theory of evolution 
as being in unison with the doctrine of Chrie— 
tianity. The other is the famous and eccen- © 
tric English scholar and Oxford professor, 
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Celebrated for “its. great leay ening strength 
and healthfulness, Assures the food against 
altim and all tornis “of aduiteration common 
to the cheap brands. 

ROYAL BAKING? FOWDER “CO., 


FREE EDUCATION. 

An education at:Harvard, Yale, or any other 
college or institution of learning in the United 
States, or in the New England Conservatory 
of Music, can be‘séoured by any young man 


NEW YORK. 





or womman who ig in earnest, Write for, par- 


ticulars quickly. JAMES D. BALE; 
36 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 


THE SHAKER COVSTART 


This work sets forth the forni. of appoint- 
merit, the peer cea and powers of the 





several 
ORDERS OF OFFICERS 
in the Community : of the 
PRIVILEGES and OBLIGATIONS 
of all the Members, and of the 


DEDICATION AND CONSECRATION 
of persons and property. 

The soox will afford interest toall, and at 
the same time, afford instruction to all in- 
quiring minds. Price 5 cts. each, postage 
paid, or 36 cts. per doz. 


“ 
+Gen, 0.0 Howard,’ car ee Gen. Fitebbur, bh 
| Lee, C. 8. A. Gen Wade, 









war cxpenenenns 


. Hampton, C. & A. 
and many others. jy: 8 
Three rape 
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it y 
APPEARING OF CHRIST, 
is the title of a neat little pamphlet of ~ 
some forty pages, just sent out by A. G. ~ 
HoLiisrer of Mr, ‘on, N.Y. F 
The many at the present time who are ~ 
interested in the fulfilin. ent of prophecy, © 
and in its mathematical co leulatien, will 
find themselves by the side of the good 
old prophet Daniel, ‘and ‘with him illus- 
trating the Coming of Christ so clearly ~ 
that no occasion can arise ‘for the least 
doubt. Price, 10 cts. 
THE MANIFESTO | 
is tne only periodical that is published by | 
the  Unirep Socrery OF BELIEVERS. It illus- 
trates the order of 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNISM, 
and publishes peace on earth, and to all men 3 
ood-will. 





A copy will be sent on receipt of a pos stall 
card. Address, Henry C. i 
East Oanterbury, N. H. 









